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CEATRAL INTELLIQESHCE AGENCY V/

OFFICE UF NATIONAL ESTI¥ATES

27 Juoe 1964

AGMORANTIM FOR THE DIHECTOR

SUBJECT: Comment on Certain (uastions ielating io the Situation
in Lsos.

1. The State Lepartasat has requested answers o thrse guesilons,
as set forth below, relating to the situstion in Lsoca. The following
represents ihe opinion of analysts froz this Office, frem OCI, and
fram GI/ P,

A, W¥hat is the 1likelihood of a Pauhet Lao attack on Yueng
Soul undisr present clrcumstences?

it is izpossible to sstizats on this Question with
sny coniidence, bul we bslieve that the chancea of sweh an
attack st some time im the falrly near future are slightly
better then even. We kaow of ne evidence af such 8 PL/¥M
allitary build-up as would indicate an intentliean to make gn
sarly sttack, but acimuch of & build-up would be nacessary.
Cur estinate 1s based on more gensral grounds, nasely (a) that
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an attack on Eweng Soul would be s feasible retallation
for the 1-20 hosbiangs, especislly if these should continue,
and {b) that the PL/VN may wish to damage further the military
ecapsbilitiss of the Koug Ls neutralist forces, and to stregthen
the Communist positicn for any future negotiations that nmay
take place.
B. What is the 1ikelihood of a P1/¥H ettack on Muong Seul if

the sontesplated RIG operatien north of Vang Vieng is undertakea?

In this circumstsnce we believe that the PL/VH forces
probably would attack. They have frequsnily émtrnm both
their disposition 1o react with force againsi any neutralist
military initistives, and their sbility te do so with success.

Cs If & PL/Vl attack does tske place, what is ihe likelibeod
that the .3 ferees would be destroyed under the above hypothoses?

{a) If a PL/AVM sttack were lsuached against forces presently
in Muong Soul, it i{s probsbls .hat ihe latter would de defeatad
in 2 few days and ferced Lo withdrav.

() If s PL/¥ attack ocourred after the proposed RLG operation
took place {and assuming that the openﬁ.on suoceeded), tibsre |
is probably avout an even chance that RLG forces could hold
their position ab duong Scul, at least for scoe time.
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(¢) If RLG forces were defeated in either of these cases,
it is losly that the units would not be desiroyed but would
Mggla avay to the south snd in tine be rofaraed,

2. The abeve views are given with ne firm indication yet at hand
of the effect of T-20 strikes on the capsbilities and morale either
of the PL/W forces or of those of the RLd.

Sherman Kent
Asmistant Director, liational Retimates
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